
 
 

Danville Metropolitan Planning Organization's Amendments  
to its 

Long-Range Transportation Plan, Year 2030 
 

 
Background on Long-Range Transportation Plan: 
 
The Danville Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has developed and 
continued to update its constrained Long-Range Transportation Plan last 
adopted in June 2004 with amendments in April 2006 and July 2005.  The 
document contains a list of desired projects and their total cost does not exceed 
the total amount of forward funding through the Year 2030 available to construct 
the listed projects.  There were more needed projects identified than appear in 
the constrained plan's project list; over the planning period out to the Year 2030, 
the MPO's planning team could not find sufficient projected funding to cover the 
costs of the projects collectively.  Therefore, the Plan set out a list of ‘vision’ 
projects for which funds have not been identified.  If more funding becomes 
available between the present and Year 2030, then 'vision' projects could be 
added to the constrained list.  The two identified amendments above had funding 
identified up front so that the constrained plan dollar cap was not exceeded when 
they were added to the covered projects in the Plan.  Copies of the Plan are 
available from West Piedmont PDC at 276-638-3987, Fax 276-638-8137, or 
rdowd@wppdc.org. 
 
 
Background on the Collins Drive Extension Amendment to the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan 

 
Collins Drive is a short street off Lowe’s Drive, off Piedmont Drive across from 
the Piedmont Mall.  It currently serves customers at Hobby Lobby and two other 
businesses.  The City of Danville wishes to extend the roadway over Sandy 
Creek, employing construction of a new bridge, and then further over connect 
with Piney Forest Road at Boxwood Court.  This extension provides essentially 
frontage road access to a number of commercially developable parcels that lie 
between the Hobby Lobby site and the proposed intersection with Piney Forest 
Road/Boxwood Court; it can also provide another exit for traffic in Hobby Lobby, 
Lowe’s, Office Max, and other shopping and commercial centers off Piedmont 
Drive. 
 
The length of the roadway is approximately 3,150 feet long; the road is expected 
to be constructed as a two-lane urban highway with appropriate drainage 
features.  The current expected cost of the roadway construction is $750,000; the 
City will employ its funds to cover the $750,000 cost.  The bridge over Sandy 
Creek is expected to also cost $750,000 and will be covered by the anticipated 



state Revenue Sharing Program funds that the City will apply for, once VDOT 
issues the invitation letter to apply.  The $750,000 in road construction funds of 
the City will be considered as a match to the state Revenue Sharing Program 
funds. 
 
 
Reason for Plan Amendment: 
 
During the City of Danville’s discussions with VDOT regarding participating in the 
Commonwealth’s revenue sharing program, it was indicated that the project for 
which funds were being sought would need to be able to be identified in a 
transportation plan or comprehensive plan in order for the City to be qualified to 
receive funds.  Given the City’s participation in the Danville Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, the transportation planning agency for the City and County 
planning study area, it was apparent that the most appropriate approach was to 
request the Danville MPO’s amendment of its Long-Range Transportation Plan to 
add the Collins Drive Extension Project to the Plan’s project list. 
 
Project Aerial/Drawing: 
 
An aerial photo of the area where Collins Drive is located in Danville is attached.  
The aerial photo has overlaid drawings to show the placement of Collins Drive 
Extension and its connection to the other roadways in the project area.  Various 
businesses can be seen and an area for potential commercial development can 
also be seen nearby.  The location of Sandy Creek and the bridge needed may 
also be observed.  Persons interested in the details of the project may want to 
contact the Danville City Engineer’s office. 
 
Public Hearing Plans: 
 
A public hearing was held on the Collins Drive Extension Amendment to the 
Long-Range Transportation Plan on Thursday, April 20, 2006, at Danville 
Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Patton Street, Danville, VA.  
Persons wishing to provide written comments and not able to attend the public 
hearing were given an opportunity to respond to either the MPO or City staff.   An 
MPO Policy Board meeting followed the public hearing at the same location.   
 
Individuals with disabilities who required special assistance to review, provide 
comments, or attend the meeting concerning the Long-Range Transportation 
Plan were instructed to contact the Danville Transit System or MPO 
Administrator for assistance.  Persons who are income and transportationally 
disadvantaged were also advised to contact the Danville Transit System 
Manager or MPO Administrator on the availability of public transit 
accommodations such as Reserve-a-Ride for attending hearings.  Hearing 
impaired persons were asked to contact the MPO Administrator. 
 
 





Background on Cane Creek Parkway Amendment to the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan 
 
Pittsylvania County and the City of Danville requested that the Danville MPO 
proceed to modify its Long-Range Transportation Plan, Year 2030, at its July 18, 
2005, meeting to incorporate the location of the Cane Creek Parkway into the 
Plan for potential future construction. 
 
The proposed new road is to connect U.S. Route 58 with Virginia Route 733.  
The complete route will consist of a section made from an existing industrial 
access road that has its entrance on Barker Road (Route 733) and is 
approximately 2,900 feet long.  A second segment (Phase IA) will begin with an 
entrance on U.S. Route 58 at a point across from where Mountain Hill Road 
intersects with U.S. Route 58 from the south; this segment will extend northward 
for approximately 3,300 feet.  The third segment (Phase IB) will join the existing 
industrial access road to the second segment noted above (Phase IA) and will be 
approximately 4,900 feet in length.  The roadway added to the Long-Range Plan 
as the Cane Creek Parkway will therefore be 11,100 feet long. Engineering 
reports and consultation with the Virginia Department of Transportation regarding 
safety, sight distances, geometrics suggested that the Phase IA proposal will 
best employ an entrance onto Route 58 at a future signalized intersection with 
Mountain Hill Road; plans for improvements to address sight distances on Route 
58 are also to be addressed in highway projects. 
 
Materials regarding the Creek Parkway were provided such as this summary for 
further explanation of the project and related efforts required.  Pittsylvania County 
is to retain the necessary funding itself to provide for the construction required so 
that the project monies needed for the Parkway will not have to be drawn from 
the pool of construction fund projects for the Year 2030 period of the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan, thus maintaining the Plan’s projects budget in a 
‘constrained’ status. 
 
Reason for Plan Amendment: 
 
Pittsylvania County and the City of Danville sought development of the parkway 
project since the creation of the new roadway will improve through traffic as well 
as traffic in and out of the new Regional Pittsylvania County/City of Danville 
Industrial Park providing direct access to the key industrial lots in the Park that 
front on the roadway to be constructed.  Both commuter traffic and freight 
movement traffic will benefit -- making for more efficient transportation.  
Amendment to the Long-Range Transportation Plan will allow the local 
governments to qualify the project for federal sources of funding that are needed 
to carry out the project. 
 
 
 



 
Project Area Mapping: 
 
See the Long-Range Transportation Plan’s exhibit of project locations where 
Cane Creek Parkway is illustrated on a revised map showing the financially 
constrained complement of projects.  Mapping illustrating the location and 
proximate alignment for the development of the Cane Creek Parkway has been 
added.  Essentially, the new facility will serve as a connector road for industrial 
traffic to have ingress/egress for industrial park parcels and then connection to 
the north side of U.S. Route 58. 
 
Public Hearing and MPO Meeting: 
 
The proposed amendment was addressed at a Public Hearing on Monday, July 
18, 2005, in the Second Floor Conference Room, Danville Municipal Building, 
Patton Street, Danville.  A Danville MPO meeting followed to consider final action 
on the Plan amendment.  Persons wishing to provide written comments and not 
able to attend the public hearing were asked to submit comments to the MPO 
Administrator after which appropriate comments were to be reported to the MPO 
Policy Board at its subsequent meeting. 
 
Individuals with disabilities who require special assistance to attend the hearing 
or meeting were advised to contact the Danville Transit System or MPO 
Administrator.  Persons who are income and/or transportationally disadvantaged 
were also advised to contact the Danville Transit System Manager on the 
availability of public transit accommodations such as Reserve-a-Ride for 
attending hearings. 
 




